636         THE SEVENTIETH BIRTHDAY

attend this ceremony, I placed in my friend Long-
fellow's hands a little bit of verse that I told him,
if it were necessary, I wished he would read. My
voice is of ' a timorous nature and rarely to be
heard above the breath.' Mr. Longfellow will do
me the favor to read the writing. I shall be very
much obliged to him, and hope at his ninetieth
anniversary some of the younger men will do as
much for him."

Longfellow then read the " Response," Emerson
read Whittier's " Ichabod," and speeches were made
by Howells, Charles Eliot Norton, Warner, Higgin-
son, W. W. Story, and others. Dr. Holmes read
the poem in which he speaks of Whittier as " the
wood-thrush of Essex." Richard Henry Stoddard
read a sonnet to Whittier, which was notable as the
cordial utterance of a political opponent.

The same anniversary was observed at Whit-
tier's home in Arnesbury, at Danvers, and in other
places. The ladies of Amesbury sent him a port-
folio of water-color sketches of places immortal-
ized in his verse. The newspapers of every part
of the country made the occasion the theme of ex-
tended comment, giving the record of his useful
life, extolling his unselfish patriotism, his devotion
to the cause of the oppressed, and the character
and purity of liis verse. The pulpit discoursed
upon his songs of charity and piety. This chorus
of praise, from every quarter, affected Mr. Whit-
tier deeply. It gratified him to know that the
love he had given out for his race was coming
back to him in full measure. But he knew so thor-
oughly his own limitations and weaknesses that he